
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



( 313 ) 

VI. — On the Submersion by the Sea of Part of Hayling Island, 
near Portsmouth, in the Reign of Edward III. Commu- 
nicated by Sir Thomas Phillips, Bart., F.S.A. 
It appears from the document subjoined, that in the second year 
of the reign of Richard II., a petition was presented by the inha- 
bitants of Hayling Island, claiming exemption from a proportion 
of taxes levied on them, in consequence of the loss of a great part 
of their island by the encroachments of the sea. And an inquest 
being held to investigate the facts, it was reported, that in the 
fourteenth year of the preceding reign, the greater part was so 
destroyed, that the site of the parish church, which at first was in 
the centre of the island, became afterwards on the sea-shore, and 
was then two leagues out in the sea ; the inhabitants, at the same 
time, stating that three hundred acres of arable land had been thus 
lost in forty-three years, and that at every wave a portion of soil 
was destroyed. 

It would be interesting to make a collection of such records, or 
other documents, as would illustrate consecutively the changes 
which have been thus progressively made on our coasts. In the 
meantime the following furnishes some details respecting this one 
catastrophe. 

From the Records of the Lord Treasurer's Remembrancer's Office 
in the Exchequer at Somerset House. 

' Compertum est etiam alibi in hiis memorandis inter visus 
comp. de termino S. Hilar, (a l mo Ricardi 2 di ) quod Johannes 
Tychbourn, Chivaler et socii sui, nuper collectores predictarum 
duarum quintarum decimarum, et decimarum Domino Regi nunc 
dicto anno primo concessarum, habent respectum de 27/. Os. 6jd. 
de quibus onerati fuerunt pro 15 ma contingente homines insula? de 
Hayling. Quibus expositis predictis hominibus dicunt quod ipsi 
graviter distringuntur tarn per Vicecomitem Suthampton quam 
per predictos collectores pro predictis summis regi solvendis. Et 
hoc minus juste, quia dicunt quod ipsi, pretextu magna; con- 
sumpcionis terrarum suarum in insula predicta et fluxus maritimos 
et propter alias diversitates quibus subjacent ante haec tempora 
tam propter sumptus et onera quae pro defensione insulas predictae 
contra hostiles aggressus sustinuerunt ad tantam penuriam sunt 
collapsi quod ipsi aliquant summam ultra predictas 6/. 15s. 7^d. 
ad quos de novo taxantur ad i5 mam solvere non sufticiunt. Et hoc 
pretendunt verificare, &c. &c. 

' Ulterius, &c. compertum est in memorandis de anno 14 pre- 
dicti regis avi, inter visus comp. de termino S. Trinitatis, vix. post 
summam Johannis Roches et Willielmi Brokhurst nuper collec- 
torum 15""*' et I0 mn! triennalium, eidem regi avo laicis concessarum 
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anno 1 1 predicti regis avi in predicto comitatu Suthamton, quod 
Villa? de Stoke, Estoke, Northwode, Suthwode, Myngham, Wes- 
titon, et Hayling, infra insulam de Hayling existuntet quod major 
pars ejusdem insula? dicto anno 14 m ° per inundacionem maris 
destructa fuit penitus, et consumpta. Quod locus ille ubi ecclesia 
parochialis ejusdem insula? primo constructa in medio dicta? 
insula? fuit et edificata infra tempus bona? memoriae quorundam ad 
tunc ibidem veniencium juxta littus maris existebat tota integre et 
tunc fuit in mari ita profundo quod major navis Anglia? ibidem 
transire potuit et quod tunc distabat a terra circa duas leucas, et 
sic de die in diem per totam partem versus mare destruebatur 
terra et consumebatur per inundacionem maris, Sic. &c. 

* Ita quod onera dictam insulam contingentia prout prius sole- 
bant ad tunc supportare nequaquam sufficiebant, et sic bona et 
catalla hominum villarum illarum destructa fuerunt et consumpta, 
pretextu quarum destructionis et consumptionis, ac aliorum 
onerum predictorum, quam plures homines villarum predictarum 
causa indigencia?, se ac eisdem villis retraxerunt.' 

Upon hearing which complaints, the king's commission was issued 
to make inquiry into the facts, and the jurors, appointed in the 
second year of Richard II., gave the result, in the following 
words : — 

• Dicunt super sacramentum suum quod homines de Haylyng 
pretextu magna? consumpcionis terrarum suarum in insula de 
H aylyng et fluxus maritimos et propter alias adversitates quibus 
subjacentur ante ha?c tempora tam propter sumptus et onera qua? 
pro defensione insula? predicta? contra hostiles aggressus et ad tan- 
tam penuriam collapsi sunt, &c. quod decimam solvere non suffi- 
ciunt, &c. &c. Et dicunt quod homines insula? predicta? diversas 
Walleas de pilis, terra et turbis pro salvatione terrarum suarum in 
diversis locis in insula predicta fecerunt ad custagia hominum 
insula? predicts 40 marcarum, qua? per fluxus maritimi omnino 
sunt confracta? et destructa? et per mare submersa?. 

' Et dicunt quod 300 acra? terra? arabilis qua? coli et seminari 
solebant per mare submersa? sunt et omnino destructa? infra 
43 annos preteritos. Et est nunc ibidem altum mare, et ad quam- 
libet fluxum maris qua?dam pars terrarum insulas predicta? de- 
struitur et superundatur ; qua? terra sic superundata per fluxum 
maris per quinque annos vel sex tunc proxime sequentes seminari 
non potest.' 



